
 



 

ITF INTERNATIONAL UMPIRE COURSE 2019 AT KUCHING, SARAWAK, MALAYSIA 

 

ORGANISING CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

 

Introduction 

 

The ITF International Umpire Course was held from 24 May (Friday) to 26 May (Sunday), 2019 in 

Danum 4 & 5, Level 5 at Imperial Hotel located along Jalan Datuk Tawi Sli, 93250 Kuching, 

Sarawak, Malaysia.  The Course was conducted by Prof Dato Dr Grandmaster Leong Wai Meng 

(Vice President of International Taekwon-Do Federation and Chairman of ITF Umpire Committee) 

and Master Kim Jong Chol (8th Dan and Deputy Chairman of ITF Umpire Committee) of DPR Korea. 

They were assisted by former World Champion from DPR Korea, Master Kim Yong Gun (8th Dan). 

Master Kim Yong Gun is currently the Assistant Coach of the national team of DPR Korea. 

 

This was the first time the Sarawak Taekwon-Do Association ITF hosted the International Umpire 

Course. Members of the Sarawak ITF felt very honoured to be accorded this privilege.   

 

Purpose and Aim 

 

There have been a number of amendments and revisions to the ITF Tournament Rules over the 

last few years and the last revision was in November of 2018.  

 

The main purpose of the course was to educate new and upcoming umpires and to produce more 

qualified and trained ITF umpires for future championships and tournaments, at both local and 

international level.  For those who had already attended an International Umpire Course in the 

past, the course was to refresh and update them on the latest Tournament Rules and 

Competition Procedures. Our goal was to improve the standard and competency of the 

participants as ITF umpires and broaden their knowledge in the philosophy and practice of 

Taekwon-Do. 

 

Participants 

 

There were 43 participants from across the globe; 2 from the United Kingdom (8th and 6th Dan), 

2 from Nepal (4th and 5th Dan), 8 from Singapore (two 5th Dan and six 4th Dan) and from the states 

of Malaysia, 5 from Selangor (one 6th Dan, two 5th and two 4th Dan), 2 from Penang (6th and 4th 

Dan), one each from Johor (7th Dan), Melaka (7th Dan), Federal Territory (6th Dan), Terengganu 

(6th Dan) and Sabah (2nd Dan), and the rest were from Sarawak (one 7th and one 6th Dan, four 5th 

Dan, five 4th Dan, two 2nd Dan and four 1st Dan). 

 



 
 

Programmes 

 

The three-day course started on 24 May 2019 after lunch with speeches by the Organising 

Chairman, followed by Grandmaster Tan Chek Si, the Secretary General of International 

Taekwon-Do Federation of Malaysia (the Malaysian National Governing Body) and Grandmaster 

Leong Wai Meng. The event opened with cultural dances performed by students from St Teresa’s 

Secondary School Dance Club in traditional costumes to welcome the participants.  

 

  
Sarawak cultural dances (from L to R) by Iban, Bidayuh and Malay communities to welcome the participants 

 

The first part of the course involved the study of the 

latest ITF Tournament Rules and ITF Umpire Rules. 

Master Kim Jong Chol guided the participants through 

the Rules using PowerPoint presentation.  

 

At the end of the day, the course conductors and 

participants were treated to a welcoming dinner at a 

prestigious city club in Kuching. 

Seated (L to R): Master Kim Yong Gun, Master Kresen Naidoo, Master Francis Ting, GM Tan Chek Si,           

GM Leong Wai Meng, Master Kim Jong Chol, Master Johnny Chai, Master Lee Sock Cheng, Master Lee Yu Jin 



  

 

The second day (25 May 2019) saw the participants in ITF Dobok. Master Kim Jong Chol explained 

the importance of knowing every movement and technique in the tuls (patterns) and how they 

were to be performed. Emphasis was on the different motions in the tuls such as normal, 

continuous, connecting, fast and slow motions. Some of the participants were chosen to perform 

the tuls in front of the rest of the participants. Master Kim Jong Chol pointed out common 

mistakes made by practitioners and explained the correct movements and techniques which 

were beneficial to all.  Master Kim Yong Gun also gave demonstrations in performing some of 

the tuls. During this session, the participants were also taught on how to award, or more 

specifically, when to deduct points for mistakes made in the tul competition.  

 

 
 

Master Kim Jong Chol also went through the scoring system for sparring competition and taught 

participants on hand signs for warnings, instances when 4 or 5 points are scored, etc. 

 



The participants were briefed on how to enter the competition ring and show proper salutation 

before the Jury President and the proceedings during a competition. The participants had to 

perform and practise as center referees and judges in mock competitions. 

 

The day ended with a sumptuous dinner at a local seafood restaurant close to the course venue. 

  

 

The last day of the course (26 May 2019) began 

with recapitulation on what had been taught the 

last two days. The participants sat for a short 

test in the later part of the morning in order to 

gauge their understanding of the Tournament 

Rules and Competition Procedure. 

 

 

 

        
 

The event closed with the presentation of mementoes and souvenirs to the course conductors 

and certificates of attendance to all the participants. A farewell buffet lunch was served at the 

hotel restaurant. 

 

Feedback 

 

The event was a success.  We reached our target of having more than 40 participants who were 

enthusiastic in becoming competent international umpires. Overall, the feedback we received 

was overwhelmingly positive and encouraging. The participants who came forward to speak at 

the close of the event and to the organisers privately commented favourably on the experience. 

Some participants from Peninsula Malaysia said that they had learnt and acquired a lot of new 

skills and knowledge which were not taught or made available in previous courses or seminars 

they attended.  

 

Mater Johnny Chai presenting a memento to 

Grandmaster Leong Wai Meng 

Master Chai presenting a native carving of 
Sarawak Warrior to Master Kim Jong Chol 

Participants taking a test on the last day 



 

 
 

From the comments, it is hoped that ITF Malaysia would arrange to organise more international 

courses, be they umpire or technical, and bring in experienced international coaches and 

instructors so as to raise the standard of our Taekwon-Do practitioners to an international level. 
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Words of wisdom from the Chairman of ITF Umpire Committee, Prof Dato Dr GM Leong Wai Meng 


